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Program

Carmen Overture                                                                                             	          G. Bizet
(1838-1875)

Cond. Dr. Terry Hill


The “Catalogue” aria from Don Giovanni.                                                               W. A. Mozart
(1756-1791)
   
“La Calunnia” aria from Barber of Seville.                                                                 G. Rossini
(1792-1868)

Dr. Seth Keeton, bass-baritone
Cond. Dr. Blanka Bednarz


Duet “Il Cor vi dono” from Cosi fan tutte.                                                               W. A. Mozart
(1756-1791)

Kirstin Chàvez, mezzo-soprano and Dr. Seth Keeton, bass-baritone
Cond. Dr. Cheung Chau (the rest of the program)


Polovetsian Dances from Prince Igor			                                      A. Borodin
								    (1833-1887)

“Habanera” aria from Carmen                                                                                          G. Bizet

“Seguedille” aria from Carmen


Kirstin Chàvez, mezzo-soprano

“La ci darem la mano” from Don Giovanni.                                                            W. A. Mozart

Kirstin Chàvez, mezzo-soprano and Dr. Seth Keeton, bass-baritone

   
Danzon No. 2						                    A. Marquez
                                                                                                                                          (b.1950)










Mezzo-soprano Kirstin Chavez is a New Mexican native, but she spent her formative years growing up in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia where her parents taught at the International School. Initially drawn to Musical Theater, after finishing her Bachelor of Music degree in New Mexico, she opted for the classical singing world and went on to complete a Master of Music degree at the Eastman School of Music. After a brief stint as a financial planner, Kirstin started her opera career in earnest, and has enjoyed two decades of opera roles and concerts around the world where she is known first and foremost as one of this generation’s definitive Carmens. Kirstin’s 
singing has taken her throughout the US, to Canada, Mexico, France, Germany, the UK, Sweden, Australia, China, Japan and Taiwan. In 2016, Kirstin began to spend some of her time training the next generation of singing artists as Artist in Residence at the University of Utah. Now, Kirstin loves to go where the music takes her, singing in concerts, oratorios and operas, and even as the role of Carmen in her own one-woman version of the famous opera called Carmen Inside Out.

Bass-baritone, Seth Keeton’s performances have been described by The New York Times as “driven” and “emotionally pointed,” and “stentorian” by Opera News. He has performed roles on the stages of opera companies throughout the United States, and Theater Bremen in Bremen, Germany. In 2006, he was a national finalist in the Metropolitan Opera National Council Auditions and has received awards from the Sullivan Foundation and the Eleanor McCollum Competition.
In art song and in recital, Dr. Keeton presents tightly knit recitals, singing pieces in unique combination and often including rarely performed works. In 2018, he was featured on a recording, Chamber Music, Volume 2, of forgotten composer, Richard Stöhr, and 2020 saw the release of Transparent Boundaries, an album of art song set to the poetry of Whitman and Dickinson. As a scholar, Keeton has created the online song index SongHelix, that simplifies the discovery of related art songs. This free resource can be found at www.songhelix.com.

Dr. Keeton received his Doctorate of Musical Arts in Vocal Performance from the University of Minnesota and is an Associate Professor of Voice at the University of Utah.


























Cheung Chau is Director of Orchestral studies at Utah Valley University and Artistic Director and Conductor of the Utah Valley Youth Symphony in Orem, Utah. He is also Music Director of Sinfonietta Polonia in Poznań, Poland, and principal guest conductor of the Changsha Symphony in Hunan, China (in 2021-2022 Resident Conductor).  He served as Music Director of the Bloomington Symphony in Minnesota, the Central Pennsylvania Symphony and the Manchester Symphony in Connecticut, as principal guest conductor of the Lublin Philharmonic Orchestra in Lublin, Poland, and held director of orchestra positions at the Haverford College and the University of Connecticut.

As guest conductor, Chau conducted the Moscow Symphony in Russia, the Nordhausen Philharmonic and the Pro Artibus Hannover in Germany, the Filarmonica Marchigiana in Italy, the Gavle Symphony in Sweden, the Vaasa City Orchestra in Finland, the Williamsport Symphony, the Charlottesville Symphony, the Ballet West Orchestra, the Utah Valley Symphony,  and the Utah Chamber Orchestra in the United States, the Podlasie Opera and Philharmonic in Białystok, the Swietokrzyska Philharmonic in Kielce, the Lublin Philharmonic, the Sudecka Philharmonic, and the Warmia and Mazuria Philharmonic in Olsztyn in Poland.
In China, he led the China National Symphony, the Tianjin Philharmonic, the Wuhan Philharmonic, the Xiamen Philharmonic and the Hunan Symphony in Changsha.  He was named permanent guest conductor of the Inner Mongolia Orchestra in 2007.  Invited by Edo de Waart, Chau served as assistant conductor to the Hong Kong Philharmonic, conducting the orchestra in projects including the 2007 live world broadcast opening ceremony of the 10th anniversary celebration of Hong Kong’s Handover, with Chinese President Hu Jintao in attendance.
As ballet conductor Chau conducted productions of Giselle and Nutcracker with the Central Pennsylvania Youth Ballet and the Ballet West at the Harrisburg Whitaker Center and the Capitol Theatre in Salt Lake City.  He is a regular guest conductor at the Grand Opera and Ballet Theater in Poznań, Poland, where he conducted the world premiere of Alice in Wonderland in 2014.  Chau also led the world premiere performance of Snow Queen in March of 2016 at the Grand Theater in Poznań. Since then, Chau led Alice in Wonderland and Snow Queen regularly in Poznań and at the prestigious Opera Nova in Bydgoszcz, Poland.  In 2017, the world premiere recording of Snow Queen with leading Polish label Acte Prealable was awarded a Global Music Awards Silver Medal.
With Youth Orchestras Chau conducted, among others, the Sibelius Academy Orchestra, the Utah All-State Orchestra, the Changsha Symphony Youth Orchestra, as well as the Interscholarstic Association of Southeast Asian Schools Orchestras in Kuala Lumpur, Bangkok and Jarkata. 










An American Prize finalist in Conducting in 2016 and 2017 and a conducting fellow at the American Academy of Conducing in Aspen, Chau conducted concerts in venues including at Grosser Sendesaal des Rundfunks Berlin-Brandenburg, Grosser Sendesaal des Landesfunkhauses in Hannover, Beijing Concert Hall, Abravanel Hall in Salt Lake City, and the Adam Mickiewicz University Auditorium in Poznań, Poland.
As cellist Chau performed as soloist with the Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra, the Macao Chamber Orchestra, Sinfonietta Polonia in Poland, amongst others.  Near future solo engagements include those with the Gettysburg Chamber Orchestra and the Utah Valley Symphony.  He performed live for the Hong Kong Radio and Television Corporation, the China Central Television, Norddeutscher Rundfunk, Irish Radio, Polish Radio Merkury, TVP Poznan and Utah Highway 89 Radio. He is a member of Atma Piano Trio, with pianist Slawomir Dobrzanski and violinist Blanka Bednarz.  The ensemble performed in Germany, Sweden, Italy, Lithuania, China, US, and toured extensively in Poland.  Chau can be heard as cellist on Polish label Acte Préalable in works by Maria Szymanowska, Mendelssohn, Ravel, Palester and Kletzki.  He performed as soloist and chamber musician in the USA, Hong Kong, Macao, China, Germany, Poland, Italy, Lithuania, Sweden and Finland, performing at the Merkin Hall and the Yale Club in New York City, the Jordan Hall in Boston, the Fine Arts Recital Hall in Ambassador College in Pasadena, the Abravanel Hall in Salt Lake City and the Beijing Concert Hall.  He performs regularly at the Beethoven Festival Park City and the Harrisburg Market Square Concert Series, and collaborates with artists including John Novacek, Stephenie Chase, Jeffrey Solow, Russ Harlow, Leslie Harlow, Peter Sirotin, Fiona Thompson, Blanka Bednarz, Monte Belknap, Simon Gallo, among others. 
Chau received the first double doctorate from the New England Conservatory in wind ensemble conducting and cello performance.  He studied orchestral conducting with Jorma Panula at the Royal Conservatory of Sweden.  Chau is a National Arts Associate in conducting with Sigma Alpha Iota in the USA.
 “Cheung Chau led an impressive symphony concert in Sondershausen…and showed a powerful rendition of his skill…A musical firework unfolded before the audience, between the sinking softness and the euphoric feeling of youth. This interpretation made the greatness of the work (Schubert “Great” Symphony) understood instantly.”  
—Ronald Urlig, Thueringer Allgemeine, Erfurt, Germany
“The tableaux (in Lithuanian Rhapsody by Karlowicz) are doubtlessly difficult to interpret, as they are emotionally dense, complex. However, the orchestra under Chau’s baton painted them in dark hues so very desirable in the first tableau, brightening the color spectrum accordingly in the subsequent episodes—in the subtle Andante tranquillo, dance-like Allegretto giocoso, all until the return of the initial nostalgia.  One found great satisfaction and pleasure in listening to the “Lithuanian Rhapsody” precisely thanks to Chau’s consistent construction and progression of moods, apt graduation of emotions and logical narration.”
—Dorota Gonet, Gazeta.Wyborcza, Lublin, Poland


Dr. Terry S. Hill is a professor of music emeritus and orchestra conductor at Utah Valley University. He was assistant conductor and recording director of the Mormon Symphony which is now the Orchestra at Temple Square. He was musical director and conductor of the Utah Valley Youth Symphonies and Civic Orchestra. Dr. Hill is a native of Provo. He studied with Lawrence Sardoni (student of Nicolai Malko and Thor Johnson), Leonard Pearlman (student of Han Rosbaud) and John G. Hilgendorff. At age 14 Dr. Hill joined the Utah Valley Symphony, Youth Symphony, and Utah Valley Opera Association Orchestras and became a member of the musicians’ union. 
Professor Hill is a popular guest conductor and clinician throughout the Western States. Hill earned his bachelor and master’s degree in music education from Brigham Young University where he was honored as the outstanding music education major and elected to Pi Kappa Lambda. He received his doctorate from the University of Arizona, Tucson, majoring in instrumental conducting while filling a conducting assistantship with the university orchestra and opera workshop. 
Dr. Hill has served as assistant conductor of the Salt Lake Chamber Orchestra, as adjunct faculty at Weber State, and as conductor of the ASTA National String Workshop at Snowbird. In addition, Mr. Hill taught in the public schools for twenty five years at both the secondary and elementary levels, specializing in string instruction, general music, and orchestral conducting. He has also conducted orchestras and taught at BYU, Snow College, BYU Idaho, Southern Utah University and the University of Utah. 
Dr. Hill’s orchestras have performed at National MENC and UMEA conventions, and he has organized and hosted several conference sessions and all-state orchestras. As conductor of the Utah Valley Youth Symphonies Dr. Hill led the group on international tours, travelling to London, Hawaii, Spain, Portugal, Austria, and Switzerland. Mr. Hill's talents have also afforded him conducting opportunities in the Hollywood Bowl and Carnegie Hall. 
Violinist Blanka Bednarz is an alumna of the Jadwiga Kaliszewska Talent School in Poznan, University of Kansas and the New England Conservatory. She studied with Eric Rosenblith, Michelle Auclair, Ben Sayevich and (viola with) James Dunham, and chamber music with Patricia Zander and members of the Ying, Cavani, and Borromeo Quartets.
As soloist, she has performed with the Hunan Symphony, Connecticut Virtuosi, Symphony and Chamber orchestras of the New England Conservatory, Gettysburg Chamber Orchestra, Sinfonietta Polonia and the Delaware County Symphony. She has performed in the USA, United Kingdom, Poland, Germany, Italy, Sweden, Finland, China, the Netherlands and Lithuania, at the venues such as Jordan Hall in Boston, Miller Hall, An Die Musik, Philadelphia Ethical Society, Kosciuszko Foundation, Weill Recital Hall at Carnegie Hall, Grosser Sendesaal des Rundfunks Berlin-Brandenburg, the Beijing Concert Hall and Adam Mickiewicz University Auditorium in Poznan. She can be heard on Capstone Records, Acte Prealable and Musica Omnia.
Bednarz is an avid chamber musician. She participated in series and festivals, such as the Highlands-Cashier Chamber Music Festival, Candlelight Series in Baltimore, the Beethoven Festival Park City, Chopin Festival in Miami, FL in the USA, and “Chopinesque Confrontations”, “International Festival of Organ and Chamber Music” in Słupsk, Mozart Festival in Poznan and Chanterelle Festival in Gołuchów in Poland, on invitations from organizations such as the Chopin Foundation of the United States, Kościuszko Foundation, Karol Szymanowski Society, Polish Embassies in Beijing and Berlin. With Atma Trio she performed throughout Europe and the United States, and in China. Atma Trio’s CD, on the leading Polish label Acte Préalable, was highly praised in Muzyka 21: “Excellent piano trios by Mendelssohn and Ravel in masterful rendition.”
She collaborated with renowned artists such as John Novacek, Barry Snyder, Rita Sloan, Brian Ganz, Doris Stevenson, Jeffrey Solow, Simon Gollo, Manuel Ramos, Adrian Levine, Monte Belknap, Richard Stoltzman, Leslie and Russell Harlow, members of Boston, St. Louis and Baltimore Symphonies, Corigliano and Amernet Quartets, Boston Modern Orchestra Project, Alarm Will Sound, Harrisburg, Utah and the Baltimore Symphonies. In 2007-08 Bednarz joined as the first violinist the Vega String Quartet-in-residence at Emory University in Atlanta, GA (“marvelous foursome,” Strad).
Bednarz is currently faculty of the University of Utah, Utah Valley University and the International Musicians Academy http://internationalmusiciansacademy.com/. She is a conductor and Executive Director of UVYSO and Associate Conductor of Utah Valley Symphony. She taught at Dickinson College, the Young Artist Institute under Beethoven Festival Park City (UT), NEC Preparatory School and Emory University. She coached chamber music at International Musical Arts Institute, ME; the International Music Institute and Festival, MD (www.imif.us), at Franklin Pond in Atlanta, at the Gifted Music School in Salt Lake City. She has given master classes at universities and colleges in the USA, Poland and China. Bednarz is concertmaster of Sinfonietta Polonia (https://www.sinfoniettapolonia.pl) and Gettysburg Chamber Orchestra. CD of Matthew Bengtson and Blanka Bednarz, Karol Szymanowski: Music for Violin/Piano; Piano Solo (2017 on Musica Omnia) was awarded a Global Music Awards Silver Medal – Outstanding Achievement in classical and instrumental/instrumentalist category. 
“Blanka Bednarz is clearly a remarkable violinist…” –D. Morrison, Fanfare, Jan./Feb 2018










