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Program

Zampa Overture	(1831)				              					Ferdinand Hérold
											       (1791--1833)
Cond. Ms. Shauna Smith


Der Zigeunerbaron Overture							               Johann Strauss II
										      	        (1825-1899)

“Votre toast, je peux vous le rendre" from Carmen						      Georges Bizet
											        (1838-1875)

Dr. Robert Brandt, baritone

“O mio babbino caro” from Gianni Schicchi						               Giacomo Puccini
											        (1858-1924)
Dr. Melissa Heath, soprano
Cond. Dr. Cheng Chau


“O Carlo, ascolta” from Don Carlos						                 Giuseppe Verdi
											        (1813-1901)
Dr. Robert Brandt, baritone


 ‘Lippen schweigen” from The Merry Widow (Die Lustige Witwe)				         Franz Lehár
											        (1870-1948)
Dr. Melissa Heath, soprano
Dr. Robert Brandt, baritone

“Chi il bel sogno di Doretta” from La Rondine, SC 83 					Giacomo Puccini
				
				              Dr. Melissa Heath, soprano


“Dieser Anstand so manierlich” (The Watch Duet) from Die Fledermaus       			 Johann Strauss II
								             English version by Anthony T. Buck

Dr. Melissa Heath, soprano
Dr. Robert Brandt, baritone
Cond. Dr. Blanka Bednarz

Intermission (15 minutes)


Symphony no. 9 in E minor, Op. 95, B. 178							  Antonín Dvořák
											        (1841-1904)
I. Adagio-Allegro molto
II. Largo
III. Scherzo: Molto vivace – Poco sostenuto
IV. Finale: Allegro con fuoco

Cond. Dr. Cheung Chau


Bizet, “Votre Toast” (English translation)
Your toast, I can give it to you
Sirs, sirs, for along with the soldiers
Yes, the Toreros, can understand;
For pleasures, for pleasures
They have combats!
The arena is full,
it is the feast day!
The arena is full, from top to bottom;
The spectators are losing their minds,
The spectators began a big fracas!
Apostrophes, cries, and uproar grow to a furor!
Because it is a celebration of courage!
It is the celebration of people with heart!
Let’s go, en guard! Let’s go! Let’s go! Ah!
Toreador, en guard! Toreador, Toreador!
And dream away, yes, dream in combat,
That a black eye is watching you,
And that love awaits you,
Toreador, love awaits you!
And dream away, yes dream in combat,
That a black eye is watching you
And may love await you,
Toreador, love await you!
All of a sudden, it is silent...
Ah, what is happening?
More cries! It is the moment!
More cries! It is the moment!
The bull throws himself out
Bounding out of the bullpin!
He throws himself out! He enters.
He strikes! A horse rolls,
Dragging a picador,
Ah, Bravo! Bull! The crowd roars!
The bull goes, he comes,
He comes and strikes again!
Shaking his dart-stabbed neck,
Full of fury, he runs!
The arena is full of blood!
They save themselves, they pass the gates
It is your turn now. Let’s go!
En guard! Let’s go! Let’s go! Ah!
Toreador, en guard! Toreador, Toreador!
And dream away, yes, dream in combat,
That a black eye is watching you,
And that love awaits you,
Toreador, Love awaits you!
And dream away, yes, dream in combat,
That a black eye is looking at you
And that love awaits you
Toreador, love awaits you!
And dream away, yes, dream in combat,
That a black eye is looking at you
And that love awaits you
And that love awaits you.
Toreador, love awaits you!
Love! Love! Love!
Toreador, Toreador, love awaits you!
Puccini, “O mio babbino caro” (translation)
Oh my dear father,
I like him, he is very handsome.
I want to go to Porta Rossa
to buy the ring!
Yes, yes, I want to go there!
And if my love were in vain,
I would go to Ponte Vecchio
and throw myself in the Arno!
I am pining and I am tormented,
Oh God! I would want to die!
Daddy, have mercy, have mercy!
Daddy, have mercy, have mercy!

Verdi, “O Carlo ascolta” (English translation)

O Carlo, listen, your mother awaits you
At San giusto tomorrow; she knows everything…
Ah, I am leaving the earth… dearest Carlo;
Give me your hand… !
I will die, but glad in heart
That I could keep
Such a savior for Spain!
Ah!... don’t…forget… me… !

Lehar, Lippen Schweigen (sung in English)
Puccini, “Chi il bel sogno di Doretta” (English translation)
Who could guess the beautiful dream Doretta had?
Why her mystery came to an end
One day a student kissed her on the mouth
And that kiss was the revelation
It was the passion!
Mad love!
Mad happiness!
Who will ever be able again
to describe the light caress
Of a kiss so burning?
Oh! My dream!
Oh! My life!
Who cares for wealth
If at last happiness flourishes!
O golden dream!
To be able to love in this way!

Strauss, The Watch duet (sung in English translation by Anthony T. Buck)
UVYSO 


Violin 1
Becca Craig  ** #
Daniel Reesor**
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Dr. Blanka Bednarz ^
Jon Kahananui^^
Saya Zeleznik^^

Violin 2 
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Katelyn Hardman #
Tommy Griffith
Brooklyn Nokes 
Himaya Scott
Grace Garcia
Sam McHargue
Darwin Lombard-Peng
Taya Tippetts^^

Viola 
Matthew Cordner* #
Whitney Buckner
McKinley Lucas^^
Angelica Salazar^^

Cello
Grace Aguilar**  #
Greg Anderson**  #
Jocelyn Hunter** #
Esther Erdmann
Julia Lewis
Victoria Gafner
Briant Patterson
Amelie Rea
Dr. Cheung Chau ^
Julia Fierro^^

Bass
Juri Davis*
Lucy Craig
Sam Pierce

Flute 
Sierra St. Felix* #
Eleanor Wardell (fl and picc) #
Jessica Gepford

Oboe/English Horn
Emily Wells**#  
Anthony Pascual**#
Jackson Pugmire  #

Clarinet
Martin Stubbs**
Wyatt Vanfleet**#
Henry Lloyd**

Bassoon
Jeremiah Gunter** #
Palmer Brandt**
Alexander Logan

Horn
Aaron Smith*# 
Adam Layton
Owen Cowles
Jeff Michaelis^^

Trumpet
Joshua McGlaughlin
David Kroeger^^

Trombone
Mason Lee
Tyler Packer
William Whitehead^^

Tuba
George Hicks

Percussion
Cassius Woolstenhulme* 
Olivia Rowley
Clark Woolstenhulme ^^

Harp
Eva Bush
Ember Scott
Mischael Staples?

*  principal
**  co-principal
^ faculty
^^ Guest or alumni
# senior


Utah Valley Youth Symphony Orchestra has been represented by alumni in these major orchestras:  Utah Symphony * Chicago Symphony * Atlanta Symphony * Sydney Symphony * Toronto Symphony * Los Angeles Philharmonic * Madrid Symphony * Utah Valley Symphony * Otani Chamber Orchestra (Los Angeles) * Orchestra at Temple Square * and on the faculty at: Utah Valley University * Southern Utah University * Dixie State College * Hart College * Indiana University * and all three of the Brigham Young Universities.
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To support UVYSO, please contribute via check to 
P.O. Box 1435, American Fork, UT 84003   www.uvyso.org

Board:
Blanka Bednarz, Executive Director • Cheung Chau, Artistic Director •
Matthew Wendell, Director

Social Media: Angelica Thomas-Salazar
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Director,  Ms. Shauna Smith
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[bookmark: _gjdgxs]Soprano Melissa Heath enjoys a varied career of opera, concert and recital work.  Hailed as a "soaring, sparkling soprano" with "vivacious stage presence," recent opera roles include Musetta in Puccini's La Bohème, Countess in Mozart's Le Nozze di Figaro and Micaëla in Bizet's Carmen. Favorite concert work includes Vaughan Williams' Dona Nobis Pacem, both Mozart's Requiem and Mass in c minor, and Poulenc's Gloria with the Temple Square Chorale and Orchestra at Temple Square, Handel's Messiah with the Mormon Tabernacle Choir, and both Mozart's Exsultate, jubilateand Barber's Knoxville, Summer of 1915 with Sinfonia Salt Lake. With the Utah Symphony, Ms. Heath has performed both Nielsen's Symphony no. 3 and Handel's Messiah. In 2017 she was the soprano soloist with Ballet West in choreographer Nicolo Fonte's world premiere of Carl Orff's Carmina Burana. She reprised this role with both Ballet West (2022) and Nevada Ballet Theater (2022 and 2023). Ms. Heath is a frequent soloist on Salt Lake City's NOVA Chamber Music Series, and has performed on the Gina Bachauer International Piano Festival. In 2019 she sang the role of The Water in Utah Opera's Production of The Little Prince, Mahler's Symphony no. 2 with Salt Lake Symphony, and soloed with Utah Symphony in their Deer Valley Concert Series. In 2023, she appeared again with Ballet West in Stravinsky's Les Noces and with Utopia, Utah's premiere early music ensemble. In 2024, she performed with Salt Lake Symphony for the world premiere of John Costa's The Statuette EP, and with the American Festival Chorus & Orchestra in Merrill Bradshaw's The Restoration. In 2025, she returned to Salt Lake Symphony to perform Górecki's Symphony No. 3, and Robert Cundick's Redeemer with the Temple Square Chorale. Ms. Heath was a district winner in the Metropolitan Opera's National Council Auditions, and was a two-time regional finalist in the National Association of Teachers of Singing's biennial art song competition.
 
Ms. Heath is an Associate Professor of music and the Voice Area Coordinator in the Department of Music at Utah Valley University. She holds a Bachelor's Degree in voice from Brigham Young University and her Master of Music and Doctorate of Musical Arts degrees in voice from the University of Utah.

Robert Brandt, baritone, is known for performances of expressive range and communicative immediacy, with a particular devotion to the art song repertoire. Whether in intimate recital or on the concert and operatic stage, his singing is marked by clarity of text, tonal flexibility, and a deep engagement with poetry and character.
A committed recitalist, Brandt has appeared in performance at the Mendelssohn-Haus in Leipzig and the Carl Maria von Weber Museum in Dresden and has been featured in guest artist recitals across the United States and abroad. He has collaborated with distinguished pianists including Roger Vignoles and Thomas Grubb and has been featured with the Art Song Preservation Society of New York. His repertoire spans the core German Lied tradition, French mélodie, and American and British song.  Recent programs include the complete Italienisches Liederbuch of Hugo Wolf and curated recitals featuring the works Mendelssohn, Schumann, Poulenc, Barber, and Ives. Brandt was a finalist in the Mary Trueman Art Song Competition and was awarded the Pierre Bernac Prize for outstanding performance of French song.  
In addition to his work in recital, Brandt is an active performer of oratorio and opera. He has appeared as soloist in major works including the title role in Mendelssohn’s 20 Messiah, Brahms’ Requiem, and Fauré’s Requirem. He has performed operatic roles such as Mandryka in Richard Strauss’s Arabella, the title role in Puccini’s Gianni Schicchi, and Demetrius in A Midsummer Night’s Dream by Britten. Of his portrayal of Mandryka, Opera News wrote that Brandt sang with “innate musical simplicity and honesty and delivered the German text with amazing clarity of diction.”  
Brandt serves on the classical voice area coordinator at Brigham Young University, where he teaches vocal literature and diction. He delights in helping young singers discover their voice and their own unique life and career path. 





American Prize Gold Medalist Cheung Chau is Professor of Music and Director of Orchestras at Utah Valley University. He is the Music Director of the Utah Valley Youth Symphony in Orem, Utah, Music Director of Sinfonietta Polonia in Poznań, Poland, Principal Guest Conductor of the Changsha Symphony in Hunan, China, as well as conductor and faculty of the International Musicians’ Academy with the Sinfonietta Vidin in Vidin, Bulgaria.  

Cheung inspires audiences through his powerful performances, diverse programming, collaborations with community artistic institutions, and engaging beloved and exciting artists. Conducting over 760 concerts in 16 countries worldwide, Chau is a nationally and internationally recognized musician and conductor. In addition to winning the first prize of the internationally acclaimed American Prize as a professional orchestra conductor in 2024, Chau is a USA National Arts Associate with Sigma Alpha Iota, amongst distinguished musicians including Semyon Bychkov, Sir Neville Marriner, Andre Watts, and Pinchas Zukerman. Chau won the ASTA's Teacher of the Year Award in 2018. His 2017 world premiere recording of Snow Queen with Sinfonietta Polonia on the leading Polish label, Acte Préalable, received a Global Music Awards Silver Medal. 

As Music Director of Sinfonietta Polonia, Chau initiated a New Year Concert series which reached over two hundred thousand live audience members since its inception in 2007. In addition to winning a silver medal from the Global Music Awards, Sinfonietta Polonia toured throughout Europe and China, including winning the World’s Best Gala-Event in 2017 performing at the Federico Fellini Gala at the Cinecittà studios in Rome, Italy. 

As director of orchestras at UVU, Chau collaborated with artists and ensembles including Jason Alexander, Kathryn Eberle, Colin Carr, Hans Euler, Lucius Hemmer, eleven UVU music department faculty as soloists, the UVU Opera, UVU Choirs, the UVU Center for Constitutional Studies, the UVU Office for Global Engagement, the UVU College of Science, the UVU Theatre, Dance and Visual Arts departments, the Wasatch Chorale, the Mapleton Chorale, the Southern Utah University Opus Chamber Choir, amongst others. The UVU premiere of Mahler’s Second Symphony, “Resurrection”, at the Noorda Center in April of 2024 became one of the best-selling concerts at UVU and the only sold-out concert at the Noorda Center in its 2023 – 2024 season. In the coming 2024 – 2025 season, the UVU Symphony and Chamber Orchestra will present Massenet’s Werther with the UVU Opera, Cabaret—an evening of Gershwin’s music with the UVU Theatre Department, and performances of Tango music with the UVU Contemporary Dance Ensemble. The UVU Symphony will also feature violinist Aubree Oliverson in Sibelius’s Violin Concerto in a tribute to Sibelius at his 160th birth anniversary.  

As a conductor of professional orchestras, Chau served as assistant conductor to Edo de Waart at the Hong Kong Philharmonic performing for events including the 2007 10th anniversary of the Hong Kong Handover, amongst audience members including Chinese President Hu Jintao. He served as the Resident Conductor of the Changsha Symphony in Hunan, China, of which he is currently the principal guest conductor, with nationally televised concerts reaching millions of audience members. Since 2004 Chau served as music director of Sinfonietta Polonia, performing over 300 concerts and reaching over 300,000 live audience members. He served as the principal guest conductor of the Lublin Philharmonic in Poland and is currently conductor of the Sinfonietta Vidin at the International Musicians Academy in Vidin, Bulgaria. 

As conductor of youth ensembles, in addition to serving as the music director of the Utah Valley Youth Symphony since 2013, awarded Best Youth Organization of Provo in 2022, Chau was three times guest conductor of the International Association of Southeast Asian Schools in Jakarta, Bangkok, and Kuala Lumpur. He was the conductor of the Utah All-State Orchestra and Education Ambassador for the Hong Kong Philharmonic, conducting the orchestra in over 70 educational concerts and visiting with hundreds of middle and high school students each year. Chau also conducted youth ensembles in Utah including the Sandy Youth Symphony, The Weber School District Honors Orchestra, and the Bridgerland Honors Orchestra in Logan.  

Chau was music director of community orchestras including the Central Pennsylvania Symphony, the Bloomington Symphony, and the Manchester Symphony, performing music ranging from Broadway, film, and popular music, including the music of the Beatles, to ballet, to classical standards including music of Copland, Sibelius, Bruckner, Bernstein, Holst, Brahms, amongst many others. In Pennsylvania, he initiated a performance of “Dancing with the PA Stars”, a project in collaboration with the Pennsylvania legislature which raised thousands of dollars for the Pennsylvania Alzheimers’ Association. 

As conductor of collegiate orchestras, Chau was director of orchestras at Haverford College and the University of Connecticut. He recently received a full professorship from UVU and took the UVU Symphony to the semi-finals at the American Prize with works of Shostakovich and Szymanowski. 

As guest conductor Chau conducted the Moscow Symphony in Russia, the Nordhausen Philharmonic and the Nuremburg Symphony in Germany, the Filharmonica Marchigiana in Italy, the Royal Stockholm Philharmonic in Sweden, the Vassa Symphony in Finland, the Williamsport Symphony, the Charlottesville Symphony, and the Ballet West Orchestra in the United States, the Białystok Philharmonic, the Kielce Philharmonic, the Lublin Philharmonic, the Sudecka Philharmonic, and the Olsztyn Philharmonic Orchestras in Poland. In China, he conducted the China National Symphony, the Tianjin Philharmonic, the Wuhan Philharmonic, and the Xiamen Philharmonic, and became the permanent guest conductor of the Inner Mongolia Orchestra in 2007.  

As ballet conductor Chau conducted productions of Giselle and Nutcracker with the Central Pennsylvania Youth Ballet and the Ballet West at the Harrisburg Whitaker Center and the Capitol Theatre in Salt Lake City. He was a guest conductor at the Grand Opera and Ballet Theater in Poznań, Poland, where he conducted the world premiere of Alice in Wonderland in 2014. Chau led the world premiere performance of Snow Queen in March of 2016 at the Grand Theater in Poznań. Since then, Chau led Alice in Wonderland and Snow Queen regularly in Poznań and at the prestigious Opera Nova in Bydgoszcz, Poland. 

As opera conductor Chau collaborated with the UVU Opera, the Royal Stockholm Academy Opera, and the Georgia Southern Opera, conducting Humperdinck’s Hansel and Gretel, Massenet’s Werther, Mozart’s Cosi Fan Tutte, Don Giovanni, and others. 

Artists Chau collaborated as conductor include Stephanie Chase, Monte Belknap, Kathryn Eberle, Barnabás Kelemen, Stefan Tarara, Colin Carr, Jeffrey Solow, Matt Holland, Rebecca Corruccini, Jason Alexander, Leticia Oaks Strong, Ning An, Ulrich Knörzer, Bob Evans, Maria Masycheva, Nathan Hughes, Barbara Kubiak, Anna Maria Staśkiewicz, amongst many other nationally and internationally renowned soloists and personalities in the USA, Germany, Poland and China. Chau also collaborates regularly in concert with non-traditional concert artists including Bulgarian folk dancer masters, Romani folk artists, dancers (ballet, modern, ballroom) narrators, and visual artists, amongst others. 

As cellist Chau performed as soloist with the Hong Kong Philharmonic, the Macao Symphony, the Changsha Symphony, the Gettysburg Chamber Orchestra, the Timpanogos Symphony, the UVU Symphony, Sinfonietta Polonia, and Sinfonietta Vidin, and will perform the UVU premiere of Gulda’s Cello Concerto in collaboration with the UVU Wind Symphony in March of 2025.

Chau received the first double doctorate from the New England Conservatory in wind ensemble conducting and cello performance, studying conducting with Frank Battisti and cello with Colin Carr. He was a conducting fellow at the Aspen Conducting Academy studying with David Zinman and Alan Gilbert. He studied orchestral conducting with Jorma Panula at the Royal Conservatory of Sweden and was mentored by Edo de Waart and Charles Dutoit.  

 “Cheung Chau led an impressive symphony concert in Sondershausen…and showed a powerful rendition of his skill…A musical firework unfolded before the audience, between the sinking softness and the euphoric feeling of youth. This interpretation made the greatness of the work (Schubert “Great” Symphony) understood instantly.”  
—Ronald Urlig, Thueringer Allgemeine, Erfurt, Germany

“The tableaux (in Lithuanian Rhapsody by Karlowicz) are doubtlessly difficult to interpret, as they are emotionally dense, complex. However, the orchestra under Chau’s baton painted them in dark hues so very desirable in the first tableau, brightening the color spectrum accordingly in the subsequent episodes—in the subtle Andante tranquillo, dance-like Allegretto giocoso, all until the return of the initial nostalgia.  One found great satisfaction and pleasure in listening to the “Lithuanian Rhapsody” precisely thanks to Chau’s consistent construction and progression of moods, apt graduation of emotions, and logical narration.”
—Dorota Gonet, Gazeta.Wyborcza, Lublin, Poland



Shauna Smith started playing the violin at age 10 in Mesa, Arizona.  In College, Shauna played with Brigham Young University Philharmonic, Arizona State University Symphony, and Weber State Symphony.  She also sang, danced and fiddled for Brigham Young University Young Ambassadors and toured India and Sri Lanka.  She graduated with a Bachelor of Music Degree from BYU in 1995 and earned her Masters Degree in Education. During and after college, she has performed with numerous ensembles throughout Utah.  Shauna is the Director of Orchestra's for American Fork Junior and Senior High School. She is in her 26th year teaching at these schools. During these years, her students have participated in District, State and National Festivals and competitions.  These students have achieved Superior ratings and have placed in National Competitions in New York City at the Lincoln Center and Carnegie Hall.  Her groups have had the privilege of performing at the Kennedy Center for the Arts in Washington D.C. (Feb 2016, 2024) 

She also has served as the State Orchestra Vice President for the Utah Music Educators Association (2011-13) Mrs. Smith has presented at the Utah State Music Educators Conference and her groups have performed at the conference multiple times in the past 10 years. She currently is a member of the Allstate Orchestra Committee as a Region rehearsal director.  Mrs.Smith was awarded the position of Conductor with the American Fork City (Civic) Symphony and was the resident Conductor from August of 2012 to June of 2015. She continued as an associate conductor up to 2019. At the present time she continues to work on District, Region and State committees and has been the guest conductor for Honor Orchestras of various Utah School Districts.  Her orchestras continue to receive Superior Ratings in Festivals and are invited to play in various venues in the U.S.  Shauna loves her job, her students and her Family.
Mrs. Smith has been the recipient of the following Leadership awards:
· Claes Nobel Educator of Distinction for Excellence in Teaching-  by The National Society of High School Scholars Nov 27, 2023
· Spirit of Excellence from Alpine School District Board of Education.  Jan 9, 2024
· UMEA Vice President 2011-13.  Board Member, Managed UMEA State Convention, Allstate Orchestra. State Orch Festival and other events
· Music Tour State and National Winners in Competitions in Lincoln Center, Carnegie Hall, Philadelphia, Washington DC Kennedy Center, 
Various California, Utah, and Nevada Orchestra Festival Competitions.
· American Fork Symphony Conductor 2013-2016
· Utah Valley Youth Symphony Conductor 2016-2018
· District Honor Orchestra Guest Conductor.- Jordan and Weber School District 2017, 2024


Violinist Blanka Bednarz is an alumna of the Jadwiga Kaliszewska Talent School in Poznan, the University of Kansas, and the New England Conservatory. She studied with Eric Rosenblith, Michelle Auclair, Ben Sayevich, and (viola with) James Dunham, and chamber music with Patricia Zander and members of the Ying, Cavani, and Borromeo Quartets.
As a soloist, she has performed with the Hunan Symphony, Connecticut Virtuosi, Symphony and Chamber orchestras of the New England Conservatory, Gettysburg Chamber Orchestra, Sinfonietta Polonia, and the Delaware County Symphony. She has performed in the USA, United Kingdom, Poland, Germany, Italy, Sweden, Finland, China, the Netherlands, and Lithuania, at venues such as Jordan Hall in Boston, Miller Hall, An Die Musik, Philadelphia Ethical Society, Kosciuszko Foundation, Weill Recital Hall at Carnegie Hall, Grosser Sendesaal des Rundfunks Berlin-Brandenburg, the Beijing Concert Hall and Adam Mickiewicz University Auditorium in Poznan. She can be heard on Capstone Records, Acte Prealable, and Musica Omnia.
Bednarz is an avid chamber musician. She participated in series and festivals, such as the Highlands-Cashier Chamber Music Festival, the Candlelight Series in Baltimore, the Park City Chamber Music Festival, the Intermezzo Chamber Music Series, NOVA and NEXT series in Salt Lake City, the Chopin Festival in Miami, FL in the USA, and “Chopinesque Confrontations”, “International Festival of Organ and Chamber Music” in Słupsk, Mozart Festival in Poznan and Chanterelle Festival in Gołuchów in Poland, on invitations from organizations such as the Chopin Foundation of the United States, Kościuszko Foundation, Karol Szymanowski Society, Polish Embassies in Beijing and Berlin. With Atma Trio, she performed throughout Europe, the United States, and China. Atma Trio’s CD, on the leading Polish label Acte Préalable, was highly praised in Muzyka 21: “Excellent piano trios by Mendelssohn and Ravel in masterful rendition.”
She collaborated with renowned artists such as John Novacek, Barry Snyder, Rita Sloan, Vedrana Subotic, Brian Ganz, Doris Stevenson, Jeffrey Solow, Simon Gollo, Manuel Ramos, Adrian Levine, Monte Belknap, Richard Stoltzman, Leslie and Russell Harlow, members of Boston, St. Louis and Baltimore Symphonies, Corigliano and Amernet Quartets, Boston Modern Orchestra Project, Alarm Will Sound, Harrisburg, Utah and the Baltimore Symphonies. In 2007-08 Bednarz was the first violinist of the Vega String Quartet-in-residence at Emory University in Atlanta, GA (“marvelous foursome,” Strad).
Bednarz is currently faculty of the University of Utah, Utah Valley University, the International Musicians Academy http://internationalmusiciansacademy.com/, and the Gifted Music School. She is a conductor and Executive Director of UVYSO and Associate Conductor of the Utah Valley Symphony. She taught at Dickinson College, the Young Artist Institute under Beethoven Festival Park City (UT), NEC Preparatory School, and Emory University. She coached chamber music at the International Musical Arts Institute, ME; the International Music Institute and Festival, MD (www.imif.us), at Franklin Pond in Atlanta. She has given master classes at universities and colleges in the USA, Poland, and China. Bednarz has served as concertmaster of Sinfonietta Polonia, Gettysburg Chamber Orchestra, NEC Chamber Orchestra, Utah Metropolitan Ballet Orchestra, and many others, as well as co-leading ensembles like the Boston Modern Orchestra Project. CD of Matthew Bengtson and Blanka Bednarz, Karol Szymanowski: Music for Violin/Piano; Piano Solo (2017 on Musica Omnia) was awarded a Global Music Awards Silver Medal – Outstanding Achievement in classical and instrumental/instrumentalist category. 
“Blanka Bednarz is clearly a remarkable violinist…” –D. Morrison, Fanfare, Jan./Feb 2018
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