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Program
The Maestro – Fantasy Overture (a premiere)		 				      DC Trimble
     									                                        b. 2007
Cond. Dr. Blanka Bednarz

Piano Concerto No. 2 in F minor, op. 21					                        Fryderyk Chopin
(1810-1849)

I. Maestoso
II. Larghetto
III. Allegro Vivace

Dr. Vedrana Sobotić, piano
Cond. Dr. Cheung Chau


Intermission

Capriccio Espagnol, Op. 34		, 		       		          Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov     
										                   (1844-1908) 
I. Alborada
II. Variazioni   
III. Alborada
IV. Scena e canto gitano
V. Fandango asturianoo

Artists of the Utah Metropolitan Ballet
Soloists:
Andrea Chickness, Ryan Hatch
Lucas Castro, Alyssa Reid, Toshi Harada

with
Juliette MacLaughin, Hannah Vernon, Alex Hatch, Sidney Lee,
Aria Staker, Catherine DeBry, Madeline Duritza, Claire Duritza

Choreography Jacqueline Colledge

Cond. Dr. Cheung Chau
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Michael Dempsey
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Jocelyn Hunter
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Peter Triplett*
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Alexander Willey ^^
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Indi Lee*
Moana Yang
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Simon Lloyd*  
Violet Lloyd
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Wyatt Vanfleet*/**
Martin Stubbs**/*
Gabriel Clayton
Henry Lloyd
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Jeremiah Gunter* 
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Aaron Smith* 
London Lee
Sam Call^^
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Nathan Swallow* 
Joshua McGlaughlin 
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William Whitehead^^
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Tyler Jacobson
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Eva Bush
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Ben Woolstenhulme
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Utah Valley Youth Symphony Orchestra has been represented by alumni in these major orchestras:  Utah Symphony * Chicago Symphony * Atlanta Symphony * Sydney Symphony * Toronto Symphony * Los Angeles Philharmonic * Madrid Symphony * Utah Valley Symphony * Otani Chamber Orchestra (Los Angeles) * Orchestra at Temple Square * and on the faculty at: Utah Valley University * Southern Utah University * Dixie State College * Hart College * Indiana University * and all three of the Brigham Young Universities.
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P.O. Box 1435, American Fork, UT 84003   www.uvyso.org

Board:
Blanka Bednarz, Executive Director • Cheung Chau, Artistic Director •
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Social Media: Angelica Thomas-Salazar

Corporate Sponsors:
Summerhays Music Center, Jamie Kartchner, C.P.A
Serbian-Croatian-American pianist Vedrana Subotic (pronounced VEH-dran-ah SOO·buh·tihch) leads a vibrant and multi-faceted career as an internationally acclaimed concert artist, pedagogue, and chamber musician. Subotic's solo performances have been lauded by critics and audiences for “fierce playing and impressive chops” (Salt Lake Tribune) and “nuanced and expressive playing, beautifully phrased lines, and a wonderfully light touch.” (Deseret News).  Artists of Utah described her recent performance of Schubert PianoTrio No.2 as “one of the most intuitively verdant and emotionally draining performance of any of Franz Schubert’s compositions…ever heard, live or on a recording…truly astonishing.”

Subotic, a Steinway Artist, studied music in Europe and the US, and holds five degrees. She maintains a busy concert and masterclass schedule with engagements in North and South America, Europe, and Asia. Subotic has performed more than 500 works in the solo, chamber, and concerto genres, including the 32  piano sonatas, and complete chamber works with piano by Beethoven. Her recentlive-streamed performance of Liszt’s “Dante” Sonata drew over 500K views. 
Based in Salt Lake City, Utah, Subotic Subotic is an award-winning Professor-Lecturer of Music at the University of Utah, and a Visiting Professor of Piano at the University of Chile. She serves as President of the World Piano Teachers Association for the US, as the Music Director of INTERMEZZO Concert Series, and as the state President for the Utah Chapter of the American Liszt Society.
Subotic’s musical career began precociously at age nine, when her performance of Debussy’s "Childrens' Corner" aired on national television in her native country, the former Yugoslavia, as part of the series on emerging musical prodigies. Her training at the National Music Conservatory "Josip Slavenski” was consequently intensified and accelerated. At age fifteen, she was admitted to the University of Belgrade Music Academy (FMU) as the youngest candidate ever accepted. After winning the first prize in Yugoslavia's National Piano Competition at age nineteen, she moved to the United States, to study with Ralph Votapek, the Gold Medalist of the first Van Cliburn International Piano Competition, and later with Menahem Pressler, the founding member of the Beaux Arts Trio.

Subotic performs in dozens of concerts a year in the Americas, Asia, and Europe, combining concerto appearances, solo recitals, chamber music collaborations, and orchestral performances. Recent concerts include performances of concertos by Brahms (No.2), Beethoven (No.4 and No.5), Chopin (No.1 and No.2), Prokofiev (No.3), and Berg (Chamber Concerto); concert tours in Russia, China, Chile, Brazil, Israel, France, UK,  Czech Republic, Serbia, Croatia, and Puerto Rico. Subotic has performed in such distinguished venues as Bolshoi Theater's Beethoven Hall in Moscow (Russia), Elena Obrazova Hall in St. Petersburg (Russia), Martinu Hall in Prague (Czech Republic), Kolarac Hall in Belgrade (Serbia), Woolsey Hall and Morse Recital Hall in New Haven, CT (USA), Chicago Symphony Hall (USA), Steinway Hall in NYC (USA), Chautauqua Amphitheater in NY (USA),  Abravanel Hall and the Tabernacle in Salt Lake City (USA), Targ Hall in Tel Aviv (Israel), Doge's Palace in Dubrovnik (Croatia), and the Purcell Room in London's Southbank Center for the Performing Arts (UK). Subotic has played chamber music with distinguished musicians such as Joseph Silverstein, and members of the Muir Quartet.  As a soloist and orchestra member, she has worked with conductors Pavel Kogan, Joseph Silverstein, Matthias Bamert, Hugh Wolff, Jan Merkel, Thierry Fischer, Keith Lockhart, and Jean-Claude Casadesus, among others.

At the University of Utah, Dr. Subotic teaches piano students in the Bachelor, Masters, and Doctoral programs and oversees degree recitals, Masters Thesis, and Doctoral Dissertations. She has taught courses in undergraduate and graduate piano literature, piano pedagogy, accompanying, and chamber music. At the University of Chile, Dr. Subotic teaches students in the Conservatory, undergraduate and graduate piano program, and oversees degree recitals and Masters Thesis.

Since 2009,  Subotic has been teaching a highly successful course in professional Career Development, for which she received the Faculty Recognition Award from the University of Utah. She created the Guest Artist Piano Masterclasses Series for piano performance majors, in collaboration with the Utah Symphony and the Gina Bachauer Foundation. She is the Director of the Teacher Development Seminars (2015-present), a collaboration with the Preparatory Piano program, and chief producer of the live-streaming faculty concert series Live@Libby. 

Subotic has distinguished herself as a teacher who mentors award-winning performers and scholars. Her University of Utah college students have won numerous competitions, performed as soloists and chamber musicians in Carnegie Hall, and have been accepted and awarded scholarships to prestigious international piano programs at the Mozarteum Academy in Salzburg, the Royal College of Music in London, the Jacobs School of Music at Indiana University, Yale University, Rice University’s Shepherd School of Music, the University of Michigan, Piano Texas International Academy and Festival (in collaboration with the Van Cliburn Competition), and the Interharmony International Music Festival. Her DMA students have presented their dissertations on subjects ranging from unpublished piano works by Manuel Ponce and works dedicated to exploration of extended piano techniques for pedagogical purposes, to the influence of religious and folk music of former Yugoslavia on the emergence of its pianistic style, at national and international pedagogy and performance conferences and trade publications.

In 2014, Subotic began the project of performing the complete solo sonatas, duo sonatas, and piano trios by Beethoven - 60 works total. She has since presented the Beethoven programs, lectures, and masterclasses in national and international venues, at the Sichuan Conservatory (China), Tel Aviv University (Israel), the Jerusalem Academy of Music (Israel), Unbound Chamber Music Festival (CA, USA), the InterHarmony International Music Festival (Italy), World Piano Conference (Serbia), the Mistral Concert Series in Santiago (Chile), University of Santiago (Chile), the Prague Academy of Music (Czech Republic), the Midsummer Piano Festival in Prague, (Czech Republic), the Turgenev Memorial Library in Moscow (Russia), and at Ohio State University (USA). Engagements in 2018 and 2019 include concerts and masterclasses in the US, Canada, Russia, China, Serbia,  Brazil, Chile, and France. In 2020, Dr. Subotic will teach and perform in Canada, China, Germany, France, Chile, and the UK.

Dr. Subotic received a Bachelor of Music degree from Belgrade University at age nineteen. As a full-scholarship student, she has earned a Master of Music from Michigan State University, and an Artist Diploma and Doctor of Music from Indiana University. Her Doctoral dissertation explores the cultural and compositional connections between Claude Debussy’s and Toru Takemitsu's piano works. Her teachers were pianists Menahem Pressler, Ralph Votapek, Evelyne Brancart, Arbo Valdma, Leonard Hokanson, Peter Frankl, Gyorgy Sebok, and Byron Janis, and distinguished professors, cellist Janos Starker and violinist Josef Gingold.

 DC Trimble is a 17-year-old violinist currently studying Commercial Music at Utah Valley University. He has performed with numerous orchestras across Utah, including the Utah Symphony's Side-by-Side program, the All-State Orchestra, and the Utah Valley Youth Symphony Orchestra. A lifelong lover of music, DC has developed a passion for composition over the past several years. He has written and orchestrated music for a variety of projects, including an NBC documentary as well as several animated works. His ultimate goal is to compose music for video games and film, combining his love for storytelling with his love for music. In his Dedication to The Maestro – Fantasy Overture, DC writes: “This piece is titled ‘The Maestro’ because it is based on my progression as a musician, and specifically the mentors, teachers, and conductors who have helped me along the way. This piece is written for them, but specifically Dr. Terry Hill, Dr. Blanka Bednarz, and Dr. Cheung Chau. Dr. Hill, thank you for bringing magic to music for me. You’ve helped me remember that every new piece is an adventure, and every concert a great achievement. Dr. Bednarz, thank you for pushing me to do things that I never thought I could do. Your advice has carried me to unexpected places and opportunities that I will be forever grateful for. Dr. Chau, thank you for who you’ve helped me become. You’ve inspired me to not just become a better musician, but a better human being. Thank you for your example. 

Choreographer:
Jacqueline P. Colledge began her early training with Utah native Bill Evans. Upon his recommendation, she attended the University of Utah to continue her studies, working with Willam Christensen, Gordon Paxman, Bené Arnold, and Mattlyn Gavers. Ms. Colledge became a member of Ballet West under the Artistic Direction of Willam Christensen in 1968, where she danced various solo roles working with Lew Christensen, Jacques d’Amboise, Michael Smuin, Dimitri Romano, and Francia Russell. 
‍
In 1976 she opened the Jacqueline Colledge School of Classical Ballet. Desiring to give her students more education and performance opportunity, she organized Utah Youth Ballet in 1981 which later became Utah Regional Ballet. The professional wing of the company was established in 1999. This created a need for Utah Regional Ballet II as a pre-professional training company providing for talented young dancers to develop into seasoned professionals. The reputation and impact of the company continued growing well beyond the Utah Valley region. In 2017-18 Utah Regional Ballet became Utah Metropolitan Ballet with UMB II as the training company.

Ms. Colledge developed the curriculum for the ballet program at Utah Valley University. The university now offers a Bachelors of Fine Arts with an Emphasis in Ballet Performance. As a Master teacher, she has taught throughout the United States and Europe. Colledge has choreographed many full length ballets such as Romeo & Juliet, Nutcracker, Cinderella, Hansel & Gretel, Peter Pan, A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Snow White and Utah Metropolitan Ballet’s signature work, Legend of Timpanogos.

Utah Metropolitan Ballet soloists:
Born in Pennsylvania, Andrea Chikness received her training at Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre. She spent summers with prestigious companies such as Boston Ballet, San Francisco Ballet, Atlanta Ballet, and Charlotte Ballet. At the age of seventeen, she joined Joffrey Ballet Chicago as a trainee. Shortly after, she moved to Charlotte to work with then artistic director, Jean-Pierre Bonnefoux, and Kennedy Center Honoree, Patricia McBride. There Andrea performed feature roles such as Fascinatin’ Rhythm, Odalisques, and Rose Adagio. After a summer with Atlanta Ballet, where she performed the 1st Theme from Balanchine's Four Temperaments and premiered Heath Gill's Rumors, Ms Chickness was invited to join Milwaukee Ballet II. While there, she performed in notable leads such as Man I Love Pas de deux from Who Cares, Bedroom pas de deux from Othello, Majisimo, and Forsythe's In the Middle Somewhat Elevated. The summer of 2014, Andrea received an offer to join Victor Ullate Ballet in Madrid, Spain, as a soloist and began her career in Europe, touring Bolero, Jaleos, Amor Brujo, and EI Sur. The following year, Andrea realized her lifelong dream of joining the Leipzig Ballet. There, Andrea had the privilege of working with Thierry Malandain, performing in his Don Juan and as the third couple in his Mozart a Deux. She also had the honor of being part of Jean Philip Dury's creation of Zucker for his world premiere of Der Nussknacker, as well as having Amour pas de deux created on her for Bruno Bouche's world premiere of Chansons. Most recently, she performed with Wonderbound, a contemporary company in Denver, Colorado. In addition to her dance career, Ms. Chickness is a certified sports nutritionist, personal trainer, and endurance coach. Andrea is excited to be returning to Utah Metropolitan Ballet for their 2024-25 season.

Ryan Hatch is from Lehi, Utah. Hatch joined Utah Metropolitan Ballet as an Artist in 2020, was promoted to a Solo Artist in 2022, and was promoted to Principal Artist in 2023. Throughout his time with Utah Metropolitan Ballet he has loved performing the roles of Snow Prince and Waltz of the Flowers pas de deux in Jacqueline Colledge’s Nutcracker, Nick Bottom in A Midsummer Night's Dream, as well as originating The Cowardly Lion in The Wonderful Wizard of Oz! Hatch has loved performing in contemporary works by Alan Hineline, Brittnee Squires, and Heather Gray. Prior to joining the company, he had the opportunity to perform in George Balanchine’s Serenade with Utah Metropolitan Ballet in November 2019. Hatch graduated with his Master's of Fine Arts in Choreography through Jacksonville University in April 2024. He graduated with a Bachelor’s of Fine Arts in Dance from Brigham Young University in April 2020. While attending BYU, he danced on full scholarship with BYU Theatre Ballet for 5 years and served as the student president for 3 years. While at BYU he performed as the Principal roles in Gerald Arpino’s Birthday Variations, George Balanchine’s Valse-Fantaisie, Martha Graham’s Dark Meadows, Gerald Arpino’s Reflections, and George Balanchine’s Walpurgisnacht Ballet. Hatch is certified in Progressing Ballet Technique and attended the CPYB Teacher Training in August 2019. He is an adjunct faculty member at Brigham Young University. 

Lucas Castro, originally from Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, is a dynamic and accomplished ballet dancer and will be performing with us in celebration of our 40th anniversary season. His repertoire includes principal roles in Paquita, The Nutcracker, A Midsummer Night's Dream, Coppelia, Snow White, and La Coquette choreographed by Jacqueline Colledge. Additionally, he has performed principal roles in neoclassical and contemporary works by Alan Hineline, Heather Gray, and Ariel Wright. He is a graduate of The Washington School of Ballet and a former trainee with the main company, where he refined his technique and artistry under the distinguished direction of Julie Kent, Xiomara Reyes, and Rinat Imaev. He is also an alumnus of the prestigious Jacob’s Pillow School. His passion for dance began at the Centro de Dança Rio under the guidance of Mariza Estrella and Andrea Salles. Additionally, he has trained with Nijinsky Awardee Stanislav Issaev. Lucas has participated in summer programs at renowned institutions such as The Washington School of Ballet, American Ballet Theatre (collegiate), CityDance Conservatory, and Jacob’s Pillow Contemporary Ballet Ensemble. His awards include the Jacob's Pillow Advancement in Dance Award, the Rechenberg Foundation Grant, first place in the Brazilian Dance Council classical ballet competition, and various other national awards in Brazil.
 
Prior to his current role, Lucas was a Company Artist with Dance Theatre of Harlem in New York City for two seasons from 2022 to 2024, where he was featured in soloist, ensemble roles, and worked closely with artistic director emeritus with Virginia Johnson. He was part of two major company revivals by George Balanchine, Allegro Brillante and Pas de Dix. His soloist performances included Blake Works IV by William Forsythe, Higher Ground by Robert Garland, and Coming Together by Nacho Duato. He was also featured in ensemble pieces by Geoffrey Holder, Annabelle Lopez Ochoa, Tiffany Rea-Fisher, and Claudia Schreirer. He has toured the United States and Canada, participated in diverse educational and community engagement programs, and taught ballet. His career also includes notable performances with DF Dance Company, L’Avant Danse Scene, Cia Jovem de Ballet de Dalal Achcar, Salt Creek Ballet, Ballet San Angelo, and Idaho Ballet Theatre. His diverse background and experience across different companies have enriched his artistic expression and technical ability. He has been mentioned in articles by Jornal Extra, Pointe Magazine, Fjord review and Broadstreet review.

In addition to his dance achievements, Lucas has a background in electrical engineering from FAETEC-Quintino, which has equipped him with project development and work-performance skills. Lucas is also an ABT® Certified Teacher, having successfully completed the ABT® Teacher Training in Pre-Primary through Level 3 of the ABT® National Training Curriculum, and is currently the owner of CastroBallet. His personal mission is to bring high-quality ballet performances, instruction, and scholarship opportunities to underserved communities internationally. He is grateful for the continuous support of the Partners of America sponsorship and mentorship by dance educator Lorraine Spiegler.​

Alyssa Reid was born and raised in San Diego, California, where she started dance at the age of 3. She trained under the direction of Ben and Lauri Michelle Houk at San Elijo Dance Academy, who previously danced with Pacific Northwest Ballet. Alyssa fell in love with ballet right away but also trained in contemporary and jazz while growing up. She attended the School of American Ballet Young Dancers summer intensive for 4 summers, followed by PNB’s summer intensive on full scholarship during the summers of 2017-2020. Her senior year of high school she was offered ballet scholarships from both BYU and the University of Utah, but during the PNB zoom summer intensive in 2020 she was asked to join their Professional Division Program on full scholarship. Alyssa moved to Seattle in fall of 2020 to dance in this program. Her first year took place during covid so there were no performances, but during her second year, she had the opportunity to perform in many ballets with the company and school. She performed Snow, Flowers, Spanish, and Party Parent in ”The Nutcracker ''. She also performed in Kent Stowell's “Swan Lake” and Bruce Well’s “Beauty and the Beast”. Alyssa danced as a soloist in the premier performance of “The Difference Between“, an original work by Noah Martzall of PNB and finished 2022 in Christopher D’Ariano’s original piece, “Homage”. Some of her favorite roles growing up were Giselle, Dew Drop, 4 Little Swans, and Paquita. Alyssa is thrilled for the opportunity to begin dancing with UMB this season.

Born in Tokyo Japan, Toshihiro Harada started his ballet training at the age of 7.  He later graduated from Tokyo Metropolitan Art High School with a major in Ballet in 2021. In 2022, he participated in the prestigious Prix de Lausanne. Toshihiro has also achieved notable success in ballet competitions, including winning 1st place in both the NBA All Japan Ballet Competition and the All Japan Ballet Competition. In the 2023/2024 season, he will begin his professional career with Utah Metropolitan Ballet. Throughout his journey, Toshihiro has been recognized with various awards for his talent and dedication to ballet. His passion for dance continues to drive him to excel on the international stage.

For more on all dancers of the Utah Metropolitan Ballet, see https://www.umballet.org/dancers

American Prize Gold Medalist Cheung Chau is Professor of Music and Director of Orchestras at Utah Valley University. He is the Music Director of the Utah Valley Youth Symphony in Orem, Utah, Music Director of Sinfonietta Polonia in Poznań, Poland, Principal Guest Conductor of the Changsha Symphony in Hunan, China, as well as conductor and faculty of the International Musicians’ Academy with the Sinfonietta Vidin in Vidin, Bulgaria.  

Cheung inspires audiences through his powerful performances, diverse programming, collaborations with community artistic institutions, and engaging beloved and exciting artists. Conducting over 760 concerts in 16 countries worldwide, Chau is a nationally and internationally recognized musician and conductor. In addition to winning the first prize of the internationally acclaimed American Prize as a professional orchestra conductor in 2024, Chau is a USA National Arts Associate with Sigma Alpha Iota, amongst distinguished musicians including Semyon Bychkov, Sir Neville Marriner, Andre Watts, and Pinchas Zukerman. Chau won the ASTA's Teacher of the Year Award in 2018. His 2017 world premiere recording of Snow Queen with Sinfonietta Polonia on the leading Polish label, Acte Préalable, received a Global Music Awards Silver Medal. 

As Music Director of Sinfonietta Polonia, Chau initiated a New Year Concert series which reached over two hundred thousand live audience members since its inception in 2007. In addition to winning a silver medal from the Global Music Awards, Sinfonietta Polonia toured throughout Europe and China, including winning the World’s Best Gala-Event in 2017 performing at the Federico Fellini Gala at the Cinecittà studios in Rome, Italy. 

As director of orchestras at UVU, Chau collaborated with artists and ensembles including Jason Alexander, Kathryn Eberle, Colin Carr, Hans Euler, Lucius Hemmer, eleven UVU music department faculty as soloists, the UVU Opera, UVU Choirs, the UVU Center for Constitutional Studies, the UVU Office for Global Engagement, the UVU College of Science, the UVU Theatre, Dance and Visual Arts departments, the Wasatch Chorale, the Mapleton Chorale, the Southern Utah University Opus Chamber Choir, amongst others. The UVU premiere of Mahler’s Second Symphony, “Resurrection”, at the Noorda Center in April of 2024 became one of the best-selling concerts at UVU and the only sold-out concert at the Noorda Center in its 2023 – 2024 season. In the coming 2024 – 2025 season, the UVU Symphony and Chamber Orchestra will present Massenet’s Werther with the UVU Opera, Cabaret—an evening of Gershwin’s music with the UVU Theatre Department, and performances of Tango music with the UVU Contemporary Dance Ensemble. The UVU Symphony will also feature violinist Aubree Oliverson in Sibelius’s Violin Concerto in a tribute to Sibelius at his 160th birth anniversary.  

As a conductor of professional orchestras, Chau served as assistant conductor to Edo de Waart at the Hong Kong Philharmonic performing for events including the 2007 10th anniversary of the Hong Kong Handover, amongst audience members including Chinese President Hu Jintao. He served as the Resident Conductor of the Changsha Symphony in Hunan, China, of which he is currently the principal guest conductor, with nationally televised concerts reaching millions of audience members. Since 2004 Chau served as music director of Sinfonietta Polonia, performing over 300 concerts and reaching over 300,000 live audience members. He served as the principal guest conductor of the Lublin Philharmonic in Poland and is currently conductor of the Sinfonietta Vidin at the International Musicians Academy in Vidin, Bulgaria. 

As conductor of youth ensembles, in addition to serving as the music director of the Utah Valley Youth Symphony since 2013, awarded Best Youth Organization of Provo in 2022, Chau was three times guest conductor of the International Association of Southeast Asian Schools in Jakarta, Bangkok, and Kuala Lumpur. He was the conductor of the Utah All-State Orchestra and Education Ambassador for the Hong Kong Philharmonic, conducting the orchestra in over 70 educational concerts and visiting with hundreds of middle and high school students each year. Chau also conducted youth ensembles in Utah including the Sandy Youth Symphony, The Weber School District Honors Orchestra, and the Bridgerland Honors Orchestra in Logan.  

Chau was music director of community orchestras including the Central Pennsylvania Symphony, the Bloomington Symphony, and the Manchester Symphony, performing music ranging from Broadway, film, and popular music, including the music of the Beatles, to ballet, to classical standards including music of Copland, Sibelius, Bruckner, Bernstein, Holst, Brahms, amongst many others. In Pennsylvania, he initiated a performance of “Dancing with the PA Stars”, a project in collaboration with the Pennsylvania legislature which raised thousands of dollars for the Pennsylvania Alzheimers’ Association. 

As conductor of collegiate orchestras, Chau was director of orchestras at Haverford College and the University of Connecticut. He recently received a full professorship from UVU and took the UVU Symphony to the semi-finals at the American Prize with works of Shostakovich and Szymanowski. 

As guest conductor Chau conducted the Moscow Symphony in Russia, the Nordhausen Philharmonic and the Nuremburg Symphony in Germany, the Filharmonica Marchigiana in Italy, the Royal Stockholm Philharmonic in Sweden, the Vassa Symphony in Finland, the Williamsport Symphony, the Charlottesville Symphony, and the Ballet West Orchestra in the United States, the Białystok Philharmonic, the Kielce Philharmonic, the Lublin Philharmonic, the Sudecka Philharmonic, and the Olsztyn Philharmonic Orchestras in Poland. In China, he conducted the China National Symphony, the Tianjin Philharmonic, the Wuhan Philharmonic, and the Xiamen Philharmonic, and became the permanent guest conductor of the Inner Mongolia Orchestra in 2007.  

As ballet conductor Chau conducted productions of Giselle and Nutcracker with the Central Pennsylvania Youth Ballet and the Ballet West at the Harrisburg Whitaker Center and the Capitol Theatre in Salt Lake City. He was a guest conductor at the Grand Opera and Ballet Theater in Poznań, Poland, where he conducted the world premiere of Alice in Wonderland in 2014. Chau led the world premiere performance of Snow Queen in March of 2016 at the Grand Theater in Poznań. Since then, Chau led Alice in Wonderland and Snow Queen regularly in Poznań and at the prestigious Opera Nova in Bydgoszcz, Poland. 

As opera conductor Chau collaborated with the UVU Opera, the Royal Stockholm Academy Opera, and the Georgia Southern Opera, conducting Humperdinck’s Hansel and Gretel, Massenet’s Werther, Mozart’s Cosi Fan Tutte, Don Giovanni, and others. 

Artists Chau collaborated as conductor include Stephanie Chase, Monte Belknap, Kathryn Eberle, Barnabás Kelemen, Stefan Tarara, Colin Carr, Jeffrey Solow, Matt Holland, Rebecca Corruccini, Jason Alexander, Leticia Oaks Strong, Ning An, Ulrich Knörzer, Bob Evans, Maria Masycheva, Nathan Hughes, Barbara Kubiak, Anna Maria Staśkiewicz, amongst many other nationally and internationally renowned soloists and personalities in the USA, Germany, Poland and China. Chau also collaborates regularly in concert with non-traditional concert artists including Bulgarian folk dancer masters, Romani folk artists, dancers (ballet, modern, ballroom) narrators, and visual artists, amongst others. 

As cellist Chau performed as soloist with the Hong Kong Philharmonic, the Macao Symphony, the Changsha Symphony, the Gettysburg Chamber Orchestra, the Timpanogos Symphony, the UVU Symphony, Sinfonietta Polonia, and Sinfonietta Vidin, and will perform the UVU premiere of Gulda’s Cello Concerto in collaboration with the UVU Wind Symphony in March of 2025.

Chau received the first double doctorate from the New England Conservatory in wind ensemble conducting and cello performance, studying conducting with Frank Battisti and cello with Colin Carr. He was a conducting fellow at the Aspen Conducting Academy studying with David Zinman and Alan Gilbert. He studied orchestral conducting with Jorma Panula at the Royal Conservatory of Sweden and was mentored by Edo de Waart and Charles Dutoit.  

 “Cheung Chau led an impressive symphony concert in Sondershausen…and showed a powerful rendition of his skill…A musical firework unfolded before the audience, between the sinking softness and the euphoric feeling of youth. This interpretation made the greatness of the work (Schubert “Great” Symphony) understood instantly.”  
—Ronald Urlig, Thueringer Allgemeine, Erfurt, Germany

“The tableaux (in Lithuanian Rhapsody by Karlowicz) are doubtlessly difficult to interpret, as they are emotionally dense, complex. However, the orchestra under Chau’s baton painted them in dark hues so very desirable in the first tableau, brightening the color spectrum accordingly in the subsequent episodes—in the subtle Andante tranquillo, dance-like Allegretto giocoso, all until the return of the initial nostalgia.  One found great satisfaction and pleasure in listening to the “Lithuanian Rhapsody” precisely thanks to Chau’s consistent construction and progression of moods, apt graduation of emotions, and logical narration.”
—Dorota Gonet, Gazeta.Wyborcza, Lublin, Poland

Violinist Blanka Bednarz is an alumna of the Jadwiga Kaliszewska Talent School in Poznan, the University of Kansas, and the New England Conservatory. She studied with Eric Rosenblith, Michelle Auclair, Ben Sayevich, and (viola with) James Dunham, and chamber music with Patricia Zander and members of the Ying, Cavani, and Borromeo Quartets.
As a soloist, she has performed with the Hunan Symphony, Connecticut Virtuosi, Symphony and Chamber orchestras of the New England Conservatory, Gettysburg Chamber Orchestra, Sinfonietta Polonia, and the Delaware County Symphony. She has performed in the USA, United Kingdom, Poland, Germany, Italy, Sweden, Finland, China, the Netherlands, and Lithuania, at venues such as Jordan Hall in Boston, Miller Hall, An Die Musik, Philadelphia Ethical Society, Kosciuszko Foundation, Weill Recital Hall at Carnegie Hall, Grosser Sendesaal des Rundfunks Berlin-Brandenburg, the Beijing Concert Hall and Adam Mickiewicz University Auditorium in Poznan. She can be heard on Capstone Records, Acte Prealable, and Musica Omnia.
Bednarz is an avid chamber musician. She participated in series and festivals, such as the Highlands-Cashier Chamber Music Festival, the Candlelight Series in Baltimore, the Park City Chamber Music Festival, the Intermezzo Chamber Music Series, the Chopin Festival in Miami, FL in the USA, and “Chopinesque Confrontations”, “International Festival of Organ and Chamber Music” in Słupsk, Mozart Festival in Poznan and Chanterelle Festival in Gołuchów in Poland, on invitations from organizations such as the Chopin Foundation of the United States, Kościuszko Foundation, Karol Szymanowski Society, Polish Embassies in Beijing and Berlin. With Atma Trio, she performed throughout Europe the United States, and China. Atma Trio’s CD, on the leading Polish label Acte Préalable, was highly praised in Muzyka 21: “Excellent piano trios by Mendelssohn and Ravel in masterful rendition.”
She collaborated with renowned artists such as John Novacek, Barry Snyder, Rita Sloan, Vedrana Subotic, Brian Ganz, Doris Stevenson, Jeffrey Solow, Simon Gollo, Manuel Ramos, Adrian Levine, Monte Belknap, Richard Stoltzman, Leslie and Russell Harlow, members of Boston, St. Louis and Baltimore Symphonies, Corigliano and Amernet Quartets, Boston Modern Orchestra Project, Alarm Will Sound, Harrisburg, Utah and the Baltimore Symphonies. In 2007-08 Bednarz was the first violinist of the Vega String Quartet-in-residence at Emory University in Atlanta, GA (“marvelous foursome,” Strad).
Bednarz is currently faculty of the University of Utah, Utah Valley University, the International Musicians Academy http://internationalmusiciansacademy.com/, and the Gifted Music School. She is a conductor and Executive Director of UVYSO and Associate Conductor of the Utah Valley Symphony. She taught at Dickinson College, the Young Artist Institute under Beethoven Festival Park City (UT), NEC Preparatory School, and Emory University. She coached chamber music at the International Musical Arts Institute, ME; the International Music Institute and Festival, MD (www.imif.us), at Franklin Pond in Atlanta. She has given master classes at universities and colleges in the USA, Poland, and China. Bednarz has served as concertmaster of Sinfonietta Polonia, Gettysburg Chamber Orchestra, NEC Chamber Orchestra, Utah Metropolitan Ballet Orchestra, and many others, as well as co-leading ensembles like the Boston Modern Orchestra Project. CD of Matthew Bengtson and Blanka Bednarz, Karol Szymanowski: Music for Violin/Piano; Piano Solo (2017 on Musica Omnia) was awarded a Global Music Awards Silver Medal – Outstanding Achievement in classical and instrumental/instrumentalist category. 
“Blanka Bednarz is clearly a remarkable violinist…” –D. Morrison, Fanfare, Jan./Feb 2018
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