Utah Valley Youth Symphony Orchestra and Vivace Orchestras Side-by-Side
Monday, Nov. 20, 2023, 7:30 p.m.
Covey Center for the Arts

Program
Concerto Grosso Op. 6, No 5, HWV 323. 				              George Frideric Handel 
     II. Allegro.									                   (1685-1759)
Vivace Chamber Orchestra, Cond. Denise Willey


Selections from The Phantom of the Opera				   	  Andrew Lloyd Webber
											           (b. 1948)
										         Arr. Calvin Custer

UVYSO, Cond. Dr. Blanka Bednarz

“Jupiter – Bringer of Jolity” from the Planets.			                                            Gustav Holst     
                       						 				      (1874-1934)
            Arr. V. Leidig /E. Marsh 
            
Vivace Symphony and UVYSO, Cond. Elizabeth W. Marsh
		

Pirates of the Caribbean medley							     Klaus Badelt
										           Arr. Ted Ricketts

Vivace Symphony and UVYSO, Cond. Dr. Blanka Bednarz


Romance in F minor, Op. 11							             Antonín Dvorák 
											      (1841-1904)

Zigeunerweisen [‘Gypsy Airs’], Op. 20 					                        Pablo de Sarasate							   					      (1844-1908)

Prof. Monte Belknap, violin

The Nutcracker Suite, Op. 71a			                                                  Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky
										                   (1840-1893)
II. Danses caractéristiques:
a) Marche. Tempo di marcia viva 
b) Danse de la Fée Dragée. Andante non troppo 
c) Danse russe. Trépak. molto vivace 
d) Danse arabe. Allegro 
e) Danse chinoise. Allegro moderato 
f) Danse des mirlitons. Allegro 
III. Valse des fleurs. Tempo di valse 
UVYSO and Vivace Symphony, Cond. Dr. Cheung Chau

Vivace Chamber Orchestra


Violins	
Spencer Blair
Yukari Chacon**^
Eva Christensen
Angela Marsh**^
Nathaniel Marsh^
Brynlee Meiners
Abigail Plothow
Zaren Rojas
Adam Si
Chloe Si
EmmyLou Seamons
Allison Stauffer
Sirri Stoneman*^
BekaLara Willey%
Chelsea Lind%

Viola
Yuzuki Chacon
Sadie Chidester
Eden Huffman
Nora Jensen
Benjamin Marsh*
Avonlea Navarro
Stephanie Bell%


Cello
Gabriel Dempsey
Caleb Layton
Eleonore Marsh**^
Tanner Stoneman**^
Elizabeth Marsh%

Bass
Juri Davis*
Andie Jensen
Jonathan Marsh
Todd Stoneman


Vivace Symphony

Violins
Sophia Bello
Miyuki Chacon
Abi De La Rosa*
Dana Gough* 
Adelyn Henderson
Emmanuel Jensen
Katherine Jensen
Madeline Langston
Owen Williams                  Emma Wirig
Chelsea Lind%
BekaLara Willey%

Viola
Logan Bingham
Sayuri Chacon*
Michael Dempsey
Christopher Riboldi
Allison Stauffer
Stephanie Bell%


Cello
Harumi Chacón**
Camille Gough**
Kirsten Howcroft
Vinson Reeves
Collin Slade

Bass
Megas Chacón
Peter Triplet*


** Coprincipal 
* Principal 
^ Concertino Soloist
% Section Coach



Vivace Youth Orchestra Program, (founded as LCE in '87 by Denise Willey), through many generations of students and names, has performed with the Utah Symphony, BYU-Idaho Symphony, University of Utah Chamber Orchestra, Utah Valley Symphony, and American Fork Symphony, & in Reno, St. Louis, Rexburg, and SLC. They have performed such pieces as Dvorak's New World Symphony, Handel's Messiah, Vivaldi's Gloria, and Beethoven's Symphony No. 9. Numerous students from Mrs. Willey's ensembles have gone on to perform in Utah's All State Orchestra, National High School Honors Orchestra, and Orchestra at Temple Square. Mrs. Willey was awarded the Best of State Awards for "Youth Small Ensemble," and "Children's Orchestra" for her previous summer camp.

President of the Board & Orchestras Manager: Dani Stoneman
Artistic Director: Denise Willey
Associate Conductor: Elizabeth Marsh









UVYSO

Violin 1
Becca Craig *  
DC Trimble**
Emily Rigby
Elizabeth Call
Brayden Barney
Spencer McGlaughlin#
Savanna Lyman
Lucy Griffiths#
Dr. Blanka Bednarz ^

Violin 2 
Sam Erdmann*
Abie Lewis**# 
Chloe Parker** 
Kate Silvey
Megan Lyman
Hailey Kayne
Sam McHargue
Darwin Lombard-Peng

Viola 
McKinley Lucas*#
Matthew Cordner
Isaac Aguilar
Carter Harris
Sara Evans^^

Cello
Grace Aguilar * 
Greg Anderson** 
Miles Welch
Ben Woolstenrhulme
Ezra Chan
Victoria Gafner
Jared Blodgett
Dr. Cheung Chau ^

Bass
Oliver Snyder*#
Seth Dalgleish ^^

Flute 
Giselle Fernandez*  
Cayelle Crafts 
Indi Lee (piccolo and fl)

Oboe 
Kellyn Madeo*  
Emily Wells 
Simon Lloyd  
Samantha Hicks 

English Horn
Emily Wells

Clarinet
Bob Gabbitas ^^
Scott Smith ^^

Saxophone
Samantha Hicks
Tyler Packer

Bassoon
Jeremiah Gunter* 

Horn
Aaron Smith* 
Emily Packer 
Sean Knowlton

Trumpet
Aaron Holker* 
Josh McGlaughlin 

Trombone
Adam Bean ^^
Tyler Packer

Harp/piano/celeste
Daniel Lewis

Percussion
Cassius Woolstenhulme* 
Clark Woolstenhulme ^^
Johannes Bowman ^^

*  principal
**  co-principal
^ faculty
^^ guest or alumni
# senior


Utah Valley Youth Symphony Orchestra has been represented by alumni in these major orchestras:  Utah Symphony * Chicago Symphony * Atlanta Symphony * Sydney Symphony * Toronto Symphony * Los Angeles Philharmonic * Madrid Symphony * Utah Valley Symphony * Otani Chamber Orchestra (Los Angeles) * Orchestra at Temple Square * and on the faculty at: Utah Valley University * Southern Utah University * Dixie State College * Hart College * Indiana University * and all three of the Brigham Young Universities.

Music Education at its best since 1960
To support UVYSO, please contribute via check to 
P.O. Box 1435, American Fork, UT 84003   www.uvyso.org

Board:
Blanka Bednarz, Executive Director • Cheung Chau, Artistic Director •
Matthew Wendell, Director

Social Media: Angelica Thomas-Salazar

Corporate Sponsors:
Summerhays Music Center, Jerry Kartchner, C.P.A





Professor Monte Belknap is celebrated as a world-class violinist and master-teacher of violin. His characteristic, deep, singing sound and formidable virtuosity has captivated audiences across the globe for over three decades.  Belknap performs as recitalist, orchestral musician, and recording artist. As a chamber musician, Monte’s collaborative spirit invites others to excel at their highest level of artistry.  He performs regularly with the, the Uinta Trio, and as a guest artist nationally and internationally. 
 
Monte has shared the stage, performing chamber music with international artists Jeffrey Solow, Scott Ballentyne, Steve Balderston, Mark Kosower, John Novacek, Denise Djokic, Menahim Pressler, Miriam Fried and many others around the world. He has also served as concertmaster and soloist for Andrea Boccelli, Josh Groban, and Idina Menzel among many others. He is also the former concertmaster of the Illinois Symphony and Chamber Orchestras and the L. A. East Recording Studio. In 1989 Belknap won the International Starling Violin Competition at the Aspen Music Festival.
After a performance of the Barber Violin Concerto Belknap received this review:
“Belknap captured the eloquence of the music with his luxurious playing that embraced the lyricism fully…. Belknap’s fingers certainly flew up and down the fingerboard. And his dexterity was paired with a lightness that brought a shimmering quality to the music. It was a tour de force performance.”       Ed Reichel, Deseret News

In 2010, Professor Belknap was awarded Studio Teacher of the Year by the American String Teachers Association of Utah (ASTA Utah). His students regularly win scholarships to the most prestigious graduate programs, perform professionally, and teach around the world.
 
Monte can be seen as soloist in Lamb of God: The Concert Film and the The Mormon Battalion: A Symphonic Saga, currently at Deseret Book. Soundtrack solo credits include The Work and the Glory series, The Book of Mormon films, The Iceland Saints, and the online video games Lord of the Rings and Dungeons and Dragons among many others. He also premiered and recorded Homage to a Son for violin, piano, harp and orchestra by Steve Lindeman in 2021. In 2022 he released his Beethoven Violin Sonatas recording on Tantara Records.
 
With his heavy schedule, amazingly, Monte is also on the faculty at several festivals including the BYU-School of Music’s Institute and Summer Festival, Festival Internacional de Invierno in Vale Vêneto, Brazil, the Lutheran Summer Music Academy and Festival in Valparaiso, Indiana, and in the winter with the Oracle Chamber Music Festival in, Arizona as well as a recital tour in Argentina ever summer.

Denise Willey, founder and artistic director of VIVACE Youth Orchestra Program and founder of Vivace Orchestra Camp, was named Utah Music Teacher of the Year by the American String Teachers Association and was awarded Best of State (Children’s Orchestra and Camp) in 2018. An enthusiast of teaching Suzuki students to read music, she authored the I LOVE to Read Music! literacy program and Easy Steps to Music Reading. A collection of her arrangement of hymns and primary songs for young string players is being published by Christmas. She has a Bachelor of Music from the University of Utah and has directed hundreds of young musicians from across the country at the Vivace Orchestra Program, Mountains & Strings camps, the Intermountain Suzuki String Institute, and in school and after-school orchestra programs. She maintains a thriving private studio, is an SAA Registered Suzuki Teacher Trainer, and has served on the Suzuki Association of Utah board of directors for over thirty years. Mrs. Willey is the mother of six grown children, all of whom have received national recognition for their music; among them is the Professor of Viola and Theory at BYU-Idaho, the first place winner of the American Strings Teacher Association National Solo Competition, the director of the Vivace Family Music Camp, the principal cellists for fourteen years of the Orchestra at Temple Square (in which all six have performed) and the record holder for the most students solos with the Utah Symphony (five times). Four others have also soloed with the Utah Symphony, a total of eleven times. All six have played in principal chairs at All-State Orchestra and at National High School Honors Orchestra. Nearly two dozen of her students and former students have soloed with the Utah Symphony, and over three dozen with the Utah Valley Symphony. Her students have been scholarship winners across the nation. She is also the happy grandmother of eighteen, most of whom play a stringed instrument and piano, at least those who can walk and hold a bow. She teaches the orchestras at Willow Creek Middle School in Lehi.

Elizabeth W. Marsh began her musical studies at the age of two. She studied with Richard Aaron and Amir Eldan while pursuing her master's degree from the University of Michigan. She also studied with Eleonore Schoenfeld and Peter Stumpf at the University of Southern California, where she earned her Bachelor's Degree in Violoncello Performance. She has studied conducting with Kenneth Kiesler, Sharon Lavery, and Rotem Weinberg, and has conducted for youth orchestras throughout Utah, including Northern Utah Youth Ensembles, Vivace Orchestras, and American Heritage Lyceum programs. 

Mrs. Marsh has enjoyed a fulfilling career as a cellist, concertizing with professional and volunteer orchestras, and as a soloist, chamber and freelance musician. She has won concerto competitions on the national level and soloed with symphonies locally and throughout the United States. Elizabeth has taught hundreds of cellists of all ages over the past two decades, many of whom have attended music schools on scholarship and won jobs in professional orchestras. She also authored and published "Scale Trail Challenge" and "Up to the Bridge" for young cellists. 

Each summer, she directs the Vivace Family Music Camp, for orchestral and choral musicians of all ages, which has proved to be a take-off point for those who attend. Dr. Ryan Murphy is the principal guest conductor of choirs and orchestras. 

One of Elizabeth’s favorite musical experiences is performing in the Orchestra at Temple Square. She has played principal cello for a number of years, and is grateful for this special opportunity to combine her spiritual conviction with her love of music. Elizabeth and her husband, Gregory, love teaching music to their nine young children, five of whom play in the Vivace Chamber Orchestra


Cheung Chau is Director of Orchestral studies at Utah Valley University and Artistic Director and Conductor of the Utah Valley Youth Symphony in Orem, Utah. He is also Music Director of Sinfonietta Polonia in Poznań, Poland, and principal guest conductor of the Changsha Symphony in Hunan, China (in 2021-2022 Resident Conductor).  He served as Music Director of the Bloomington Symphony in Minnesota, the Central Pennsylvania Symphony and the Manchester Symphony in Connecticut, as principal guest conductor of the Lublin Philharmonic Orchestra in Lublin, Poland, and held director of orchestra positions at the Haverford College and the University of Connecticut.

As guest conductor, Chau conducted the Moscow Symphony in Russia, the Nordhausen Philharmonic and the Pro Artibus Hannover in Germany, the Filarmonica Marchigiana in Italy, the Gavle Symphony in Sweden, the Vaasa City Orchestra in Finland, the Williamsport Symphony, the Charlottesville Symphony, the Ballet West Orchestra, the Utah Valley Symphony,  and the Utah Chamber Orchestra in the United States, the Podlasie Opera and Philharmonic in Białystok, the Swietokrzyska Philharmonic in Kielce, the Lublin Philharmonic, the Sudecka Philharmonic, and the Warmia and Mazuria Philharmonic in Olsztyn in Poland.
In China, he led the China National Symphony, the Tianjin Philharmonic, the Wuhan Philharmonic, the Xiamen Philharmonic and the Hunan Symphony in Changsha.  He was named permanent guest conductor of the Inner Mongolia Orchestra in 2007.  Invited by Edo de Waart, Chau served as assistant conductor to the Hong Kong Philharmonic, conducting the orchestra in projects including the 2007 live world broadcast opening ceremony of the 10th anniversary celebration of Hong Kong’s Handover, with Chinese President Hu Jintao in attendance.
As ballet conductor Chau conducted productions of Giselle and Nutcracker with the Central Pennsylvania Youth Ballet and the Ballet West at the Harrisburg Whitaker Center and the Capitol Theatre in Salt Lake City.  He is a regular guest conductor at the Grand Opera and Ballet Theater in Poznań, Poland, where he conducted the world premiere of Alice in Wonderland in 2014.  Chau also led the world premiere performance of Snow Queen in March of 2016 at the Grand Theater in Poznań. Since then, Chau led Alice in Wonderland and Snow Queen regularly in Poznań and at the prestigious Opera Nova in Bydgoszcz, Poland.  In 2017, the world premiere recording of Snow Queen with leading Polish label Acte Prealable was awarded a Global Music Awards Silver Medal.
With Youth Orchestras Chau conducted, among others, the Sibelius Academy Orchestra, the Utah All-State Orchestra, the Changsha Symphony Youth Orchestra, as well as the Interscholarstic Association of Southeast Asian Schools Orchestras in Kuala Lumpur, Bangkok and Jarkata. 
An American Prize Bronze Medal Winner in 2023 in professional conducting category (and finalist in Conducting in 2016 and 2017),  a conducting fellow at the American Academy of Conducing in Aspen, Chau conducted concerts in venues including at Grosser Sendesaal des Rundfunks Berlin-Brandenburg, Grosser Sendesaal des Landesfunkhauses in Hannover, Beijing Concert Hall, Abravanel Hall in Salt Lake City, and the Adam Mickiewicz University Auditorium in Poznań, Poland. 
As cellist Chau performed as soloist with the Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra, the Macao Chamber Orchestra, Sinfonietta Polonia in Poland, amongst others.  Near future solo engagements include those with the Gettysburg Chamber Orchestra and the Utah Valley Symphony.  He performed live for the Hong Kong Radio and Television Corporation, the China Central Television, Norddeutscher Rundfunk, Irish Radio, Polish Radio Merkury, TVP Poznan and Utah Highway 89 Radio. He is a member of Atma Piano Trio, with pianist Slawomir Dobrzanski and violinist Blanka Bednarz.  The ensemble performed in Germany, Sweden, Italy, Lithuania, China, US, and toured extensively in Poland.  Chau can be heard as cellist on Polish label Acte Préalable in works by Maria Szymanowska, Mendelssohn, Ravel, Palester and Kletzki.  He performed as soloist and chamber musician in the USA, Hong Kong, Macao, China, Germany, Poland, Italy, Lithuania, Sweden and Finland, performing at the Merkin Hall and the Yale Club in New York City, the Jordan Hall in Boston, the Fine Arts Recital Hall in Ambassador College in Pasadena, the Abravanel Hall in Salt Lake City and the Beijing Concert Hall.  He performs regularly at the Beethoven Festival Park City and the Harrisburg Market Square Concert Series, and collaborates with artists including John Novacek, Stephenie Chase, Jeffrey Solow, Russ Harlow, Leslie Harlow, Peter Sirotin, Fiona Thompson, Blanka Bednarz, Monte Belknap, Simon Gallo, among others. 
Chau received the first double doctorate from the New England Conservatory in wind ensemble conducting and cello performance.  He studied orchestral conducting with Jorma Panula at the Royal Conservatory of Sweden.  Chau is a National Arts Associate in conducting with Sigma Alpha Iota in the USA.
 “Cheung Chau led an impressive symphony concert in Sondershausen…and showed a powerful rendition of his skill…A musical firework unfolded before the audience, between the sinking softness and the euphoric feeling of youth. This interpretation made the greatness of the work (Schubert “Great” Symphony) understood instantly.”  
—Ronald Urlig, Thueringer Allgemeine, Erfurt, Germany
“The tableaux (in Lithuanian Rhapsody by Karlowicz) are doubtlessly difficult to interpret, as they are emotionally dense, complex. However, the orchestra under Chau’s baton painted them in dark hues so very desirable in the first tableau, brightening the color spectrum accordingly in the subsequent episodes—in the subtle Andante tranquillo, dance-like Allegretto giocoso, all until the return of the initial nostalgia.  One found great satisfaction and pleasure in listening to the “Lithuanian Rhapsody” precisely thanks to Chau’s consistent construction and progression of moods, apt graduation of emotions and logical narration.”
—Dorota Gonet, Gazeta.Wyborcza, Lublin, Poland


Violinist Blanka Bednarz is an alumna of the Jadwiga Kaliszewska Talent School in Poznan, University of Kansas and the New England Conservatory. She studied with Eric Rosenblith, Michelle Auclair, Ben Sayevich and (viola with) James Dunham, and chamber music with Patricia Zander and members of the Ying, Cavani, and Borromeo Quartets.
As soloist, she has performed with the Hunan Symphony, Connecticut Virtuosi, Symphony and Chamber orchestras of the New England Conservatory, Gettysburg Chamber Orchestra, Sinfonietta Polonia and the Delaware County Symphony. She has performed in the USA, United Kingdom, Poland, Germany, Italy, Sweden, Finland, China, the Netherlands and Lithuania, at the venues such as Jordan Hall in Boston, Miller Hall, An Die Musik, Philadelphia Ethical Society, Kosciuszko Foundation, Weill Recital Hall at Carnegie Hall, Grosser Sendesaal des Rundfunks Berlin-Brandenburg, the Beijing Concert Hall and Adam Mickiewicz University Auditorium in Poznan. She can be heard on Capstone Records, Acte Prealable and Musica Omnia.
Bednarz is an avid chamber musician. She participated in series and festivals, such as the Highlands-Cashier Chamber Music Festival, Candlelight Series in Baltimore, the Beethoven Festival Park City, Chopin Festival in Miami, FL in the USA, and “Chopinesque Confrontations”, “International Festival of Organ and Chamber Music” in Słupsk, Mozart Festival in Poznan and Chanterelle Festival in Gołuchów in Poland, on invitations from organizations such as the Chopin Foundation of the United States, Kościuszko Foundation, Karol Szymanowski Society, Polish Embassies in Beijing and Berlin. With Atma Trio she performed throughout Europe and the United States, and in China. Atma Trio’s CD, on the leading Polish label Acte Préalable, was highly praised in Muzyka 21: “Excellent piano trios by Mendelssohn and Ravel in masterful rendition.”
She collaborated with renowned artists such as John Novacek, Barry Snyder, Rita Sloan, Vedrana Subotic, Brian Ganz, Doris Stevenson, Jeffrey Solow, Simon Gollo, Manuel Ramos, Adrian Levine, Monte Belknap, Richard Stoltzman, Leslie and Russell Harlow, members of Boston, St. Louis and Baltimore Symphonies, Corigliano and Amernet Quartets, Boston Modern Orchestra Project, Alarm Will Sound, Harrisburg, Utah and the Baltimore Symphonies. In 2007-08 Bednarz joined as the first violinist the Vega String Quartet-in-residence at Emory University in Atlanta, GA (“marvelous foursome,” Strad).
Bednarz is currently faculty of the University of Utah, Utah Valley University,  the International Musicians Academy http://internationalmusiciansacademy.com/ and the Gifted Music School. She is a conductor and Executive Director of UVYSO and Associate Conductor of Utah Valley Symphony. She taught at Dickinson College, the Young Artist Institute under Beethoven Festival Park City (UT), NEC Preparatory School and Emory University. She coached chamber music at International Musical Arts Institute, ME; the International Music Institute and Festival, MD (www.imif.us), at Franklin Pond in Atlanta. She has given master classes at universities and colleges in the USA, Poland and China. Bednarz is concertmaster of Sinfonietta Polonia (https://www.sinfoniettapolonia.pl) and Gettysburg Chamber Orchestra. CD of Matthew Bengtson and Blanka Bednarz, Karol Szymanowski: Music for Violin/Piano; Piano Solo (2017 on Musica Omnia) was awarded a Global Music Awards Silver Medal – Outstanding Achievement in classical and instrumental/instrumentalist category. 
“Blanka Bednarz is clearly a remarkable violinist…” –D. Morrison, Fanfare, Jan./Feb 2018











